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THEODORE EAGEN WA TE'RBURY 
1903-1982 
69 
It is with great sadness that we announce the passing of Cap-
tain Theodore E. Waterbury, USNR (ret.) on January 24, 1982 
at the Veterans Administration Hospital in Providence, Rhode 
Island. He served this Society as Curator of the Museum from 
January 1965 to May 1967 when he was elected Executive Di-
rector, a position which he held until his retirement in September 
1976. 
A graduate of Brown University in 1923, Captain Waterbury 
was in private business until 1942 when he entered the Navy 
where he distinguished himself, winning the Silver Star and 
Bronze Star before retiring in 1960. 
He was an expert and avid collector of 17th and 18th century 
furniture and brought this expertise to the Society as a volunteer 
and later as a member of the staff, making many improvements 
to what had been haphazard collections and setting up coherent 
and interesting displays for the first time in the history of the 
Society. It was Captain Waterbury who was responsible for the 
development of the Society's first Junior Museum. One of his most 
important achievements was to have the Museum recognized and 
accredited by the American Association of Museums - one of the 
first such awards to be made in the New England area and cer-
tainly the first in Rhode Island. Another accomplishment was the 
installation of the "Newport Room," a collection of first rate 
examples of Newport furniture and other artif-acts in an 18th 
century setting which represents the epitome of culture of that 
era in Newport's history. 
The Society has reason to be grateful for the many contribu-
tions made by Captain Waterbury during his association with it 
and extends its deepest sympathy to his wife, Dorothy, and to his 
family . 
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NEW MEMBERS 
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Brinley Active 
Harvard University Institutional 
Newport Treadway Inn Business 
Pierre F. V. Merle Business 
Elmer Hall Palmer Business 
Margaret M. Shea Active 
Tappa Company Business 
We note with regret the death of: 
Mr. Wilfred A. Brady 
The Rev. Archie H . Burdick 
Mr. Edward S. Kaull 
Capt. Theodore Waterbury 
Spring 
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THE NEWPORT HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
The Newport Historical Society has maintained a library and 
museum of Newport and Rhode Island history since its incorpo-
ration in 1854. Three centuries of political, business and family 
manuscripts, including the early records of the Town Council 
housed for the City of Newport, together with important holdings 
of maps, prints, photographs, newspapers and maritime memo-
rabilia, are preserved by the Society as are furniture, silver, 
paintings and ceramics which give it a representative regional 
collection of the American decorative arts. 
Incorporated into the Society's fireproof building is the 1729 
Newport Seventh Day Baptist Church. In addition the Society 
owns the WHnton-Lyman-Hazard House (1675), the Friends 
Meeting House (1699), and Green End Fort. 
Hours: The Society is open to the public 
Tuesday through Friday 9:30 A.M. to 4:30 P.M. 
Saturday 9:30 A.M. to 12 Noon 
Closed Sundays, Mondays, Holidays 
June 15- Labor Day 
Tuesday through Saturday 9:30 A.M. to 4:30 P.M. 
Sunday 1:00 P .M. to 5:00 P.M. 
The Wanton-Lyman-Hazard House and the Friends Meeting 
House are open June 15th to Labor Day. Monday through Satur-
day 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Newport History solicits original articles on any aspect of 
Newport County history. All submissions will be considered 
by the editorial committee for publication. Obtain informa-
tion from the editor, Judith Ronayne, at Society headquarters. 
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